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WINTER NEWSLETTER

Dear CAL Family,

2IWHQ ZKHQ ZH OHDVW H[SHFW LW WKH /RUG VHQGY OLWWOH SLHFHV RI "LQV
UHPLQG XV WKDW +H FDUHV DERXW XV HDFK DQG HYHU\ GD\ 'XULQJ WKLV "H[\
ERRN E\ RQH RI RXU VWXGHQWY KHUH DW Wikatle¢RHeWdun&alnd S2EXperientind/the D O O H G
Transforming Power of Faith in the Heart of Appalachia . The young man and his parents said that the book

reminded them of me, which | take as a tremendous compliment a far greater one than | certainly deserve. At

Chapel this week, we saw an animated film about three trees and how God used the wood from each tree to do

something special. One became a manger, another a boat from which Jesus calmed the seas, and the last a

cross upon which Jesus was crucified. Moving into the New Year, as | put these two great gifts together in my

mind, | was reminded of some important pieces of the Christian life.

X

(DFK RI XV ZzDV FUHDWHG ZLWK D SXUSRVH DQG ZLWK *RG:-V GLUHFWLRQ
LQ DQG WKURXJK XV ‘H MXVW QHHG WR EH ZLOOLQJ WR "JURZu ZKHUH ZI
rooted and moved where He can do the most good. For the Riley family, it meant leaving the comforts
of one very secure home environment and into the uncertainties of the small, Eastern Kentucky town
of Lynch.
Just as with the trees that grew from small seeds in the animated movie, we sometimes think of the

small accomplishments that we might make while God sees the greater potential and opportunity that

OLHV ZLWKLQ HDFK RI XV 2XU DELOLW\ WR VHUYH LV OLPLWOHVV |,W-V
YLWH *RG-V ZLVGRP DQG GLUHFWLRQ LQWR RXU OLYHV DQG RXU VHUYLFH
' KHWKHU LW-V /\QFK RU /DZUHQFHEXUJ .HQWXFN\ ZH DUH LQVWUXFWHG
Just as with the largest of trees that spring from small seeds, the faith of that seemingly insignifi-

cant mustard seed will be sufficient for God to bless us each and every day. It is our faith that will

see us through.
‘H FDQ EH LQVWUXPHQWY LQ *RG:V JUHDWHU SODQ IRU WKH ZRUOG LQ zZK

to our Lord Jesus Christ for invading our lives, forgiving us, teaching us and walking with us through

the storms and the still -ZDWHU WLPHV p 2XU "DFWLRQVY ZLOO DOZD\V VSHDN ORX
5LOH\ LQ WKH "0LUDFOHu ZURWH °, SUD\HG DQG , NQHZ WKDW *RG ZDV Gl
WR ZDWFK HYHU\GD\ WR VHH *RG DW ZRUN u

While all of us will not be called to minister in Eastern Kentucky, God will provide lots of op-
SRUWXQLWLHYVY WR VHUYH +LP ULJKW KHUH LQ RXU QHLJKERUKRRGV
/IDZUHQFHEXUJ .HQWXFN\ p 7KURXJK RXU IDPLOLHV RXU VFKRROV
minister in a mighty way to those around us each and every day. Make the New Year one in
ZKLFK \RX ZLWK *RG:V KHOS PDNH D GLIIHUHQFH LQ WKH OLYHV RI

Our prayer is, that the New Year brings you, and your family, good health, happiness,
and lots of blessings.

Respectfully - Steve



